CLASSIC CRIMES

was, in fact, told one word about the accident until the guns
were deposited in the smoking-room and the cartridges of
both withdrawn.
At 11.30 Dr. Macmillan of Tighnabruaich, called in by a
message from Ardlamont, arrived at the house. He was
received by Monson and Mr. Steven, the factor. The latter
took him to the bedroom where the body of the dead boy had
been laid. He found behind the right ear a wound involving
the scalp and bone. It was smooth behind, jagged and
irregular in front, and wider in front than at the back.
Obviously, it was a gunshot wound, but the doctor had never
actually seen before a gunshot wound in the head. From the
hole in the skull he "fancied the charge would be in the head/*
He then joined Monson, Steven, and another gentleman,
introduced to him as "Mr. Scott," at lunch. Mr. Scott
mentioned that he had an important engagement that day in
Glasgow, and must leave by the first available steamer. "At
luncheon,3' says the doctor, "the subject of the death and how
it occurred was pretty much avoided, but Mr. Monson re-
marked that had it happened in England there would have
been a coroner's inquest, and he supposed there -would be
nothing of that kind in Scotland?" The doctor explained that
there would be a private inquiry by the Procurator-Fiscal;
but as this was an accident, there would probably be no post-
mortem. After lunch Dr. Macmillan took, for the Fiscal's
information, a note of Monson's account of the affair* He
slid he was 50 yards away when the shot was fired. He and
Scott had not gone very far along the sunk fence until they
found the body lying in the ditch, with the gun beside it. The
doctor then took a separate statement from Scott, which at the
trial was objected to and was not permitted to be read. Dr.
Macmillan having expressed a desire to inspect the locus of the
Occident, he and the factor were taken to the spot by Monson,
who pointed to two places in the ditch as those from which,
alternatively, he thought he had lifted the body. They saw
no traces of blood at either, nor any mzyrks of a man having
fallen there; the brackens were unbroken. "To tell you the
truth, Mr. Steven," said Monson, "I don't know where we
lifted him from, but we lifted him/* The doctor then departed
to prepare his report.
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